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Current Events

Board Meeting
Sept. 27, 2011 — 9:30 a.m.
Ager House

Annual Meeting
Friday Oct. 7, 2011
Annual Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Program — 7:30 p.m.
(Refreshments will be served
following the program.)
L.E. Phillips Senior Center

Board Meeting
Oct. 17, 2011 — 9:30 a.m.
Ager House

The Waldemar T. Ager
Association
514 W. Madison St.
P.O. Box 1742
Eau Claire, WI
54702-1742
715.834.3985

www .agerhouse.org

Fall Program Set
Friday, October 7, 2011, at 7:30 p.m.
Phillips Senior Center

Are we still on our way to the melting pot?

ON THE
WAY TO THE
N NG iy

Does the melting pot really exist?

Are the modern issues of assimilation,
culture, and language similar to those of the
immigrants of 50, 100, or 150 years ago?

You may find the answers to these questions in Caitlin Lee’s
forthcoming program, “Update on the Hmong Community in Eau
Claire,” at 7:30 p.m., Friday October 7, at the Phillips Senior Center.

Caitlin Lee is well prepared to address these issues. She was born in
Thailand and lived in a refugee camp with her family before moving to
Eau Claire at age four. She will discuss the changes she has observed in
race relations over the years, give us an update on the Hmong
community in Eau Claire, and share her hopes for the future.

Caitlin works as an equal employment opportunity specialist in the
Affirmative Action Office at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
and is President of the Board of Directors for the Eau Claire Hmong
Mutual Assistance Association, Inc. She was recently given the UW
System Outstanding Woman of Color in Education Award.

All members are encouraged to attend the Annual Ager Association
Meeting at 6:30 p.m., to elect Board Members. Refreshments will be
served following Caitlin Lee’s presentation.

| we welcome two new language teachers at the Ager House this fall. |
| Karen Wilbur has returned and will teach beginning German. We |
| encourage Karen’s former students to continue their education with |
| her and new students to begin. Robert Fossum is our beginning |
Norwegian teacher. Robert retired recently from the University of |
lllinois, Urbana. He has lived in the Scandinavian countries, and he |
I_speaks Norwegian fluently. He and his wife, Robin, live in Chetek.


http://www.agerhouse.org/

2 Steve Loken, the Ager Association Webmaster, recently located the story of Waldemar Ager’s

: 50" Birthday Celebration as it appears in the March 25, 1919, edition of the Eau Claire Leader.
= The beginning of the article follows. To read the full story, visit the Ager Website at:

2 http://www.agerhouse.org/50th-birthday.htm. (\L?_{)

Waldemar Ager's 50th Birthday -- March 23, 1919

Just fifty years ago Sunday Waldemar Ager, editor of the Reform, local Norwegian
weekly, first saw the light of day in the land of the midnight sun -- Norway.

: Last Sunday, fifty years after that interesting event, there gathered about the
festive board at Norden hall some two hundred men and women, not only from
Eau Claire, but from many out of town points, both in Wisconsin and Minnesota, to
2 do honor to Eau Claire's gifted citizen on his arrival at the half century milestone of
his life's journey. :

The July 22nd Catastrophe in Norway

By Ella Fossum

Why would a small, peaceful country like Norway be the victim of the horrendous acts of one Norwegian
citizen on July 22, 2011? News organizations asked this question in the wake of the terrorist attacks in
Oslo and on the island of Utaye.

Tom Loftus, United States ambassador to Norway during the Clinton administration, suggested in the
Wisconsin State Journal that it is not surprising Norway is a terrorist target. The country plays a visible
role as an ally of the U.S. in Afghanistan and Libya. And the fact that the alleged gunman is a
Norwegian citizen is evidence of the diversity of opinion that even a small government faces.

At the Eau Claire Area Syttende Mai Celebration, Gary Gandrud, Norwegian Cousul General in
Minneapolis, addressed the complexity of issues facing modern Norway: Here is a country dedicated to
the preservation of human rights, yet it is a global oil power. It is one of the richest countries in the
world, yet it has long been governed by the Labor Party. It acknowledges the impact of global warming,
yet it continues to drill for oil. It is a nation of peace activists, yet it has sent troops to trouble spots
around the world. It maintains both a strong and weak affiliation with the European Union: Norway
doesn’t belong to the EU, but it follows the rules. As a nation, it respects the rule of law, yet it makes
alliances with nations who are less inclined to follow the rule of law. Understanding these paradoxes of
modern Norway may shed some light on the tragic events of July 22, 2011.

We offer the people of Norway our sympathy for their loss. It is a loss that time may never erase.




From The Reform

A Taste of Home for Early Immigrants
Flgdegrogd----Rgmmegred

It cannot be refused, there stands the sight of the velvety-fine remmegrad with the sun yellow butter isles and
with all the memories of childhood’s saeter trips and other party days.—That it is heavy and unhealthy, has
been shown lately to be a misconception or in any case only applying to porridge cooked with very sour
cream. From sweet cream it is on the contrary extra healthy—especially for thin anemic people. Cooking
flodegrod isn’t always successful, it sometimes happens that it will not butter itself” and then it is less
successful.

First and foremost you need to get thick cream. From the thin cream you will not get butter. Then also after
the butter is cooked off, you can thin the porridge as much as you want with hot milk and more flour. If we
must buy the cream, we must see that we get thick, good cream, and then, to be sure, we can obtain this a
while before it is cooked, so that we can let that which has gathered on the bottom, and is thinner, remain.
Such a little drop of thinner cream can, you see, hinder the butter formation.

For six persons you need, as a rule, % quart cream, 2 quarts of skim milk, and enough flour so that you can
get the cream to take up, about 2 pound.

The thick cream is wisped well in an iron kettle and cooked for a while before we sift in a little wheat flour.
Just use as much flour so that it is a thin porridge. Then we stir it with a stirring stick (a tvare) and let it cook
a little longer, and the butter will quickly start to come out gradually. It is an exciting moment!--Then a little
silver spoon to dip the butter out with, into a warm cup or cream pitcher. Set the kettle over a lower heat for
the time being. (Some places in the country consider the porridge done now, but then there is not much in the
porridge dish from all our cream!?)

Now, when we have got enough butter out, we sift more flour into the porridge,--set it over higher heat again
and stir it well. We stir, little by little, as much flour as we can get in it—then we thin it out, little by little,
with the milk, which we have made boiling hot in another kettle near by.

The flgdegred thickens quite a bit after it stands ready a while, therefore we cook it rather a little thin, but it
doesn’t always need every drop of the two quarts of milk.

Don’t add much salt (for example, 2 spoonful), but taste! Ladle it into a deep, pretty bowl, souse with a little
of the butter; then send the rest with (to the table). It is eaten with mild juice and water or with milk.

We figure at least one hour to cook such a portion of good flgdegred.

From the newspaper Reform, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 8 July 1926.
Translated by John Peterson.

A DONATION TO THE AGER HOUSE LIBRARY

Miriam Hansen reports that the Ager Association has been given an Epson Inkjet Printer, for use in the Ager
House Library, by Vern and Karen Barber, Altoona, Wisconsin. The printer is a valuable addition to the
process of cataloging the more than one thousand volumes in the Ager House Library and is very much
appreciated by the library volunteers and members.




Welcome to the Kubbolution!

The U.S. National Kubb Tournament was held on July 9, 2011, under a perfect sky
at the Eau Claire City Soccer Complex. Eighty-four teams from around the Midwest
competed. The tournament was first held five years ago with twenty-four teams
entered. This year’s winning team was from Des Moines, lowa. The Eau Claire
team earned a third place finish. Ager House rosemalers donated the first prize—a
decorated Kubb King.

People came from all over. In fact, a quick look around the parking lot revealed
license plates from Wisconsin, Minnesota, lowa, lllinois, Kansas, Kentucky, and
Missouri. Team T-shirts announced such names such as Kubb Nation, Kingdom
Kubbers, The Skipping Stones, Kubbkitties, Des Moines Kubb, Kubrick Rules,
Lutefisk and UW-Platteville Kubbsters. Many teams set up rest stations with
canopies, chairs, coolers and flags. Several local organizations, along with the Ager
Association, sponsored the meet. Proceeds went to We Help War Victims, Inc. in
Mosinee, Wisconsin, and the Eau Claire Chapter of Girls on the Run.

Kkkkk

Photos by Carrie Roy, Consultant, Wisconsin Arts Board, Madison, WI







Fall 2011 Language and Folk Art Classes

Beginning Norwegian - Robert Fossum, Instructor: This is an 8 week class on Wednesday evenings from
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM beginning on October 5™ and continuing through November 30" (no class on November 23™).
Fee is $70.00 for the 8 week session + cost of book and materials. Estimated cost of the book Norwegian in 10
Minutes a Day with CD by Kristine Kershul is between $25.00 and $27.00, payable at the first class session or at
Scandinavian Imports, 15 South Barstow Street, Eau Claire.

Continuing Norwegian - Eldbjorg Tobin, Instructor: This is an 8 week class on Thursday evenings from 5:30
PM to 7:00 PM beginning on September 22nd and continuing through November 10th. Norsk By Kathleen Stockker
will be used. The fee for the 8 week session is $70.00 + the cost of the book and materials.

Beginning German - Karen Wilber, Instructor: We are pleased to announce that Karen Wilber has returned to
Wisconsin and will be teaching an 8 week Beginning German class on Monday evenings from 6:00 PM to 6:50 PM.
The classes are scheduled on Sept. 19", 26™, Oct. 3, 10", 17", 24™, (no class on the 31st), Nov. 7", and 14". Fee
for the class is $70.00 + the cost of the book, which is Your First 100 Words in German: German for Total
Beginners through Puzzles and Games. The cost of the book is payable at the first session.

Swedish - Leon Salander, Instructor: No fall classes will be offered, but a winter 2012 session will be
scheduled. To indicate your interest in the winter class, please contact Ev Krigsvold (715-835-8718). The final
schedule will be available in December 2011.

Children’s Swedish: Erin and Eric Anderson are planning a fun, short-term, beginning Swedish class for young
children and their parent(s) during the winter 2012 class schedule. To indicate your interest in this class, please
contact Ev Krigsvold (715-835-8718). If there is sufficient interest, further details will be available in December 2011.

Chipcarving - Virginia Van Vuren, Instructor: This is a six-week class on Thursday mornings from 9:00 AM to
noon beginning on September 22nd and continuing through October 27™ Limited to 12 students. The fee is $38.00.

Hardanger embroidery - Louise Koxlien, Instructor: This is a five-week class on Thursday afternoons from
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM beginning on September 22™ and continuing through October 20™. Limited to 12 students. The
fee is $38.00.

Rug Hooking - Dorothy Huse, Instructor: Classes will meet from 1:00 to 4:00 PM for four weeks beginning on
Monday, September 26" and continuing through October 17th. A new pattern complete kit, not including the
background material, will be provided to complete your class project. The fee for the class and materials is $38.00.

Drop-in Rosemaling: Each Friday, from 10:30 AM to 3:30 PM, rosemalers get together at the Ager House to work
on rosemaling projects and to enjoy the camaraderie of others, from beginners to gold medalists, while they create.
There is no formal instruction, but everyone receives help and support from others who are more experienced in this
folk art. The suggested donation is $5.00 per day for each time a person attends. Anyone who is interested in
rosemaling can call Mary Beth Wold at 715-456-5219 or 715-835-7410 for additional information or stop
at the Ager House on any Friday between 10:30 AM and 3:30 PM.

SEND REGISTRATION AND FEES TO:
Ev Krigsvold — Ager Classes, 2830 Thirteenth Street, Eau Claire, WI 54703

CALL EV KRIGSVOLD AT 715-835-8718:
For Additional Information or to Register for Classes via Telephone

All Classes are held at the Ager House, 514 W. Madison St., Eau Claire
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The Ager Association
Board of Directors
2011

Officers
President (open)

Ellie Paulson, Vice President
elliepaulson@citizens-tel.net
715.967.2222

Secretary (open)

John Peterson,
Corresponding Secretary
johnpet@charter.net
715.552.0865

Stan Hillestad, Treasurer
hill33@charter.net
715.834.3749

Directors

Leon Salander, Education
le-sal@att.net
715.839.0102

Miriam Hansen, Librarian
hansenjm@uwec.edu
715.835.6179

Eric Anderson, Programing
eem_anderson@yahoo.com
715.830.0122

Frank Smoot,
Fsmoot@cvmuseum.info
715.834.8781

Ella Fossum, Newsletter Editor
ella_fossum@wi.rr.com
262.554.6014

Webmaster
Steve Loken,
www.agerhouse.org
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Thank You to the Following ﬂﬁ’
(\ p

People for their Contributions N
to The Ager Association J(R’

Vern and Karen Barber - Epson inkjet printer for the library
Victoria Finstad - organizing periodical collection in the library

Miriam and Jan Hansen, John Peterson and Norb Wurtzel -
continuing work on the catalog to document the library collection

Karen Edelman - archival photograph of the Wangnild farm

Ella Fossum - contribution to the roofing and house repainting fund

Helen Wurtzel - three Christmas ornaments with paintings of the
Ager House by Ruth Olson

The Ager Rosemaling Group - small rosemaled bench formerly in
the Strum Nursing Home

Lynne Ziehr - eight rosemaled table decoration containers formerly
in the Strum Nursing Home

Ardis Amundson - coffee cups with Dala Horse designs and wooden
ware for rosemaling

Barbara Spalding [Helen Wurtzel’s sister] - three crocheted pieces
by their aunt in Norway

Pat and Tom Tompkins - ongoing work to clean and maintain the
Ager House and property

Ager House Inventory 7 L

# Remember the long winter we had? Jan Etnier thought ot a way to make it
¥ productive. “We should have an inventory of what’s in the Ager House,”

¥ she suggested. Six of us walked through the house: Jan Etnier, Sue Nelson,
# Helen and Norb Wurtzel (armed with his camera) and Lynne and Ken

8 Ziehr. Norb typed the descriptions and inserted photos. We contacted

B some family members and longtime Ager Association members for further

input and to confirm names of donors, etc. Now complete, the inventory
B should be helpful to any member using or showing the house — as well as
¥ for insurance purposes.

Helen Wurtzel


mailto:hill33@charter.net
mailto:le-sal@att.net
mailto:hansenjm@uwec.edu
mailto:eem_anderson@yahoo.com
mailto:Fsmoot@cvmuseum.info
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Ager Language and Folk Art Class Registration — Fall 2011

Title of Class: Fee Enclosed
(Amount on Check)

Name of Student:

Street Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Telephone: Email:

Make checks payable to: W.T.Ager Association

Send completed form and payment to:
Ev Krigsvold, Ager Classes, 2830 Thirteenth Street, Eau Claire, W1 54703

The Ager House

514 West Madison St.

P.O. Box 1472

Eau Claire, WI 54702-1742

Fall Class Schedule Enclosed...

A

Annual Meeting — October 7%



